
HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
 
 MINUTES of the meeting of the TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS 

SUB-GROUP held in Meeting Room 1, Pathfinder House, St. Mary's 
Street, Huntingdon, Cambs, PE29 3TN on Monday, 16 April 2007. 

   
 PRESENT: Councillor  P G Mitchell – Chairman 
   
  Councillors P L E Bucknell, D B Dew, and 

C J Stephens 
   
 APOLOGY: An apology for absence from the meeting 

was submitted on behalf of Councillor 
G S E Thorpe. 

   
 IN ATTENDANCE: Councillors K J Churchill and J D Fell 
 
 

8. MINUTES   
 

 The Minutes of the meeting of the Sub-Group held on 12th December 
2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.   
 

9. MEMBERS' INTERESTS   
 

 No declarations were received. 
 

10. OBJECTION TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER L/TPO/215:  

HEALTH AUTHORITY OFFICES, PRIMROSE LANE, 

HUNTINGDON, PE29 1WG   
 

 (Councillor J D Fell addressed the Sub-Group on the item). 
 
A report by the Planning Policy Manager was submitted (a copy of 
which is appended in the Minute Book) regarding an objection 
received to a Tree Preservation Order to protect pollarded limes, a 
false acacia, a horse chestnut and birches on the site of the former 
Health Authority Offices, Primrose Lane, Huntingdon.  Members were 
made aware that a Design Brief had been prepared given the 
potential for redevelopment of the site. 
 
In his presentation, the Arboricultural Officer advised that the trees 
were an important part of the street scene and whilst many of the 
pollarded limes could become hazardous, the trees could be safely 
retained if reduced in size and regularly re-pollarded.    It was 
accepted that two/three trees on the site could be lost by 
redevelopment and replaced through the planning process but only if 
they were protected on the site, at this stage, by a confirmed TPO. 
 
In his capacity as Ward Councillor, Councillor J D Fell indicated his 
support for the proposed TPO adding that the trees had been 
neglected for many years, would benefit from pollarding and were an 
important feature on the street scene. 
 
 



Given the requirement for the trees to be managed in the period prior 
to the submission of any development application, it was suggested 
that the TPO be modified to ensure protection of the trunks but to 
allow “lopping and topping” to take place.   Mindful also of the nature 
of the objections received, the Sub-Group  
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/215 relating to 

pollarded limes, a false acacia, a horse chestnut and three 
birch trees located on the site of the Health Authority Offices 
at Primrose Lane, Huntingdon be confirmed as modified.   

 

11. OBJECTION TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER L/TPO/212:  

PARK CRESCENT, LITTLE PAXTON, PE19 6ER   
 

 (Councillor K J Churchill addressed the Sub-Group on the item). 
 
By way of a report by the Planning Policy Manager (a copy of which is 
appended in the Minute Book) the Sub-Group were acquainted with 
an objection received to the making of a Tree Preservation Order to 
protect three pollarded limes and a large oak adjacent to a dwelling in 
Park Crescent, Little Paxton.   
 
It was explained that, in response to an enquiry from the owner, the 
Arboricultural Officer had taken the view that the trees might be at risk 
and that it was in the interests of public amenity to make a TPO to 
prevent inappropriate work or loss of the trees.  
 
The Arboricultural Officer confirmed that the trees were in excellent 
condition and contributed significantly to the amenity of the area.  
Councillor K Churchill, Ward Councillor, indicated his support for the 
confirmation of the TPO.  Having regard to the objection received, the 
Sub-Group noted that there was no requirement for the Council to 
consult with owners before making TPOs.  Whereupon, it was 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/212 relating to three 

pollarded limes and an oak adjacent to a bungalow in Park 
Crescent, Little Paxton be confirmed. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Chairman 
 
 


